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The Bible and Literary Study
2009-2010
Dr. Darlene L. Bird and Professor David Jasper

D.Bird@divinity.arts.gla.ac.uk / D.Jasper@arts.gla.ac.uk
Mondays 1pm – 3pm, Room ½

Required Text:

The Bible and Literature: A Reader, David Jasper and Stephen Prickett (Blackwell, 1999). Please bring to class.

(Other texts will be handed out in class. N. B. There will be a small charge for these.)

11 January 2010

Introduction to the Bible and postmodernity 
“How Deconstruction Differs from Source- and Story-centered Gospel Studies”, in Stephen D. Moore, Poststructuralism and the New Testament: Derrida and Foucault at the Foot of the Cross (Fortress, 1994), pp. 65-81.

“Actualizing the Reader of Biblical Texts”, in Edgar V. McKnight, Postmodern Use of the Bible: The Emergence of Reader-Orientated Criticism (Abingdon, 1988, pp. 254 - 263.
18 January (Dr. Bird)

The Problem of the Parables




Mark 4: 1 – 20, in Jasper and Prickett, pp. 221 – 239.

25 January


(Postmodern) Readings of the Gospel
i. Reading the Feeding Stories in Mark (6: 30 – 44, 8: 1 – 10). The Bible and Culture Collective, The Postmodern Bible (Yale UP, 1995), pp. 20 – 24.

ii. John 20: 1 – 18. Jasper and Prickett, pp. 285-297. Alison Jasper, The Shining Garment of the Text (Sheffield, 1998), pp. 13 – 32.

1 February


The Passion Narratives as Literature




Jasper and Prickett, pp. 268 – 284.

Roger Caillois, Pontius Pilate: A Novel. Trans, Charles Lam Markmann (Virginia UP, 2006).
8 February (Dr. Bird)

A Modern Passion Narrative




Herman Melville, Billy Budd, Sailor (1924)

F. W. Dillistone, The Novelist and the Passion Story (Collins, 1960), “The Angel Must Hang”,  pp. 45 - 68
15 February


The Postcolonial Passion Story
James Baldwin, “Going to Meet the Man” (Penguin, 1991)

Wole Soyinka, The Bacchae of Euripides, in Collected Plays I (Oxford, 1973)

22 February


Introduction to Apocalyptic Literature




Jasper and Prickett, pp. 314 – 326

John B. Gabel, Charles B. Wheeler, Anthony D. York, The Bible as Literature. Third Edition (Oxford, 1996), pp. 155 - 171
1 March
A Text that drives people crazy: Interpreting the Book of Revelation

Christopher Burdon, The Apocalypse in England: Revelation Unravelling, 1700 – 1834 (Macmillan, 1997)


William Blake, Milton (1804 – 1808), Preface, “And did those feet in ancient time”.
8 March


Apocalyptic Ancient and Modern

J. G. Ballard, The Atrocity Exhibition (1969. Expanded edition, 1990)

Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o, Devil on the Cross (Heinemann, 1980)
15 March
Reading the Bible and Reading Rembrandt: The Bible in literature, art and film

John F. A. Sawyer, Edited, The Blackwell Companion to the Bible and Culture (Blackwell, 2006), pp. 253 – 322.

            Mieke Bal, Reading Rembrandt: Beyond the Word-  Image Opposition (Cambridge, 1991)
22 March (Prof Jasper and Dr. Bird)


Summing up
In this semester, each student will be required to present a seminar in class. The timetable for this will be established on 11th January. There will be an opportunity for each student to discuss his/her seminar with Professor Jasper before the presentation.

Topics for essays to be discussed individually with Professor Jasper and/or Dr. Bird.

Two 2500 word essays, with a seminar presentation (50%); three hour examination (50%).
